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DC Ranch has a new four-legged friend 
capturing hearts—Fenway, a calm and cuddly 
rescue pup who recently joined the Dixon family. 
Estimated to be between six and eight years old, 
Fenway’s DNA is as unique as his personality: 
61% Poodle, 20% Chihuahua, 14% American 
Cocker Spaniel, 2% Shih Tzu, and even 2% 
Peruvian Inca Orchid—a rare breed that can be 
hairless. (As his family jokes, Fenway’s “great-
great-great-great-grandfather is from Peru!”)
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Finding Fenway
Jim and Kaelynn Dixon are both volunteers at Foothills 
Animal Rescue (FAR), and it was there that Fenway 
first caught their attention. Jim instantly fell in love 
with Fen’s gentle demeanor, the perfect age and 
temperament for this stage of their lives. His name is 
also a special nod to family history—Jim raised his kids 
in Boston, so “Fenway” felt like the perfect fit. In Old 
English, Fen means “peace,” a fitting reflection of this 
laid-back new family member.

Settling Into DC Ranch
From the start, it was love at first sight! Fenway quickly 
adjusted to his new home and has been warmly welcomed 
by both neighbors and their pets—dogs and cats alike. 
While toys hold little appeal for him (perhaps he never 
had any before), he happily naps on cool wood floors 
or curls up on the sofa atop a pillowcase. His favorite 
activities? Enjoying morning walks, joining neighbors for 
social visits, and hopping into the car for rides.

Calm yet curious, Fenway keeps a watchful eye on 
birds and rabbits during strolls and is never far from 
his humans at home. Though his days are filled with 
naps, he loyally follows his family from room to room, 
always close by.

A New Chapter of Love
After losing their last beloved dog just shy of her 18th 
birthday, the family spent three years without a pet. 
Adopting Fenway has filled that gap with joy and new 
purpose. As they put it, “Fen has really given us new 
purpose. We feel so fortunate that we can help him live 
out his remaining years in the best possible way.” If 
Fenway could “speak” to his new DC Ranch neighbors, 
they imagine he’d simply say: “I hit the jackpot!”

GIVING BACK AT FOOTHILLS 
ANIMAL RESCUE

The family’s story with Fenway is deeply tied to their 
volunteer work at Foothills Animal Rescue. Jim has 

volunteered for about two years, while Kaelynn has been 
there for a year and a half. Though hesitant at first—
worried it might be too emotional—Kaelynn quickly 

discovered how resilient shelter dogs are and how well 
cared for they are at FAR, which they affectionately call 

“the Ritz Carlton of shelters.”
With dedicated staff and volunteers providing daily walks, 

playtime, and spotless rooms, FAR truly stands out. 
Jim especially enjoys walking the dogs every Thursday 

morning, making a difference one step at a time.
For neighbors inspired to get involved, there are many 

ways to help—volunteering at the shelter, lending a hand 
at FAR’s thrift stores (Daisy’s Rescued Goods in North 

Scottsdale and Carefree), or supporting with donations of 
money, food, toys, or gently used household goods. Visit 

foothillsanimal.org to learn more.
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Junior Contributor Madison Andre asked several DC Ranch kids what they love 
most about Thanksgiving—favorite foods, funny memories, family traditions, and 

of course, what they’re most thankful for. Here’s what they said:

What DC Ranch Kids Really Think About Thanksgiving
From mashed potato sandwiches to pumpkin pie for 

breakfast, our neighborhood kids tell it like it is.

BY MADISON ANDRE, DC RANCH JUNIOR CONTRIBUTOR
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Madison Andre resides in the DC Ranch Neighborhood of Parks & Manor 
with her parents - Jennifer and Mike, as well as two younger brothers 
- Camden and Chase -- and their beloved dog Remi. Maddie is in 7th 
grade at Copper Ridge where her favorite subjects include writing, 
math, science and ELA. In her spare time she enjoys juniors volleyball at 
Victorium and participating in musicals at the DC Ranch Homestead. 

Maddie Andre, a 7th 
grader at Copper Ridge, 
loves turkey, mac-n-cheese, 
and mashed potatoes, but 
not sweet potato casserole. 
She enjoys cooking with 
her mom and wants her 
family to try a new dessert 
contest every year. A 
favorite memory is her 
family’s goofy annual 
turkey trot run. Maddie is 
thankful for family, friends, 
and volleyball.

Reagan Rinehart is a 
7th grader at Copper 
Ridge. She loves turkey 
and surprisingly has no 
least favorite food (that’s 
rare!). She usually sets the 
table but mostly just eats, 
and she laughs at funny 
family stories from past 
Thanksgivings. Reagan 
wishes her whole family 
could celebrate together and 
is thankful for her friends, 
family, and life.

Kenny Palmer, a 4th grader 
at Copper Ridge, is all 
about pumpkin pie. He and 
his brothers focus on the 
eating part, and he thinks a 
new tradition of pumpkin 
pie for breakfast would 
be amazing. One year, he 
even drew everyone a 
picture of what they were 
thankful for, including Diet 
Coke! Kenny is thankful for 
food and family.

Jenson Constantine 
is in 4th grade at BASIS 
Scottsdale. His favorite food 
is turkey, but he does not 
like apple pie—his brother’s 
favorite! He’d love to make 
Thanksgiving more like 
Halloween by giving out 
candy. A funny memory is 
when his brother pretended 
to be allergic to mushrooms 
to avoid eating them. Jenson 
is thankful for his friends.

Lainey Aguilera is a 3rd grader at 
Copper Ridge. Her favorite food 
is bread, and her least favorite 
is green beans. She helps in the 
kitchen and once named their 
potatoes John, Jimmy, Michael, 
Bob, and Mr. Potato—something 
her family still laughs about! 
Lainey wants to start a tradition 
of spending Thanksgiving in 
Mexico. She is thankful for 
family and gymnastics.

Kingston Constantine, a 6th 
grader at BASIS Scottsdale, 
is famous for his mashed 
potato sandwiches on dinner 
rolls. He mostly eats, but once 
gave one of his “sandwiches” 
to a baby who threw it on 
the wall and left a stain still 
there today! He’d like to swap 
pumpkin pie for apple pie 
and is thankful for family and 
friends he doesn’t see often.

Olivia Grady, a 7th grader 
at Copper Ridge, enjoys 
turkey but not pumpkin 
pie. She likes helping 
cook while others watch 
TV and thinks donuts 
for breakfast would be 
the best new tradition. 
She once said she was 
thankful for dinner rolls 
and still jokes about it. 
This year, she’s thankful 
for family, friends, and 
rolls again!

Gia Tauber, a 6th grader at Copper Ridge, 
loves mashed potatoes but skips the gravy. She 
usually just eats and keeps everyone laughing 
with funny “thankful for” answers. Her dream 
tradition would be making s’mores outside 
after dinner. Gia is thankful for her life and 
the family she gets to spend it with.

Happy Thanksgiving from Stroll Silverleaf & DC 
Ranch -- may your holiday be filled with family, 
laughter, and lots of good food!
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How are you also active in the 
community? I volunteer in the 
kids’ room at McDowell Mountain 
Community Church, and I’m part of 
the National Charity League where I 
volunteer in many places. Each one has 
a beautiful mission and works hard to 
give back.

Do you have a favorite volunteering 
memory? Yes! Going with friends to 
Feed My Starving Children. It was such 
a rewarding experience, and it felt 
amazing to make a difference together.

How do you balance everything? 
I try to plan out what I need to do 
by a certain time. I struggle with 
procrastination, so this helps me stay 
on track.

Who has inspired you most? All the 
past StuGo members—I’ve watched 
them do so many amazing things, and 
they’ve inspired me to do my best.

What do you like to do for fun? Hang 
out with friends, go on walks, play 
tennis, and shop!

How will this role help you in the 
future? It will help me whenever I need 
to work with a team, manage projects, 
or meet goals and deadlines.

What inspired you to want this role? 
When I first came to Copper Ridge, a 
teacher assistant told me about StuGo 
and how she was president. Ever since, 
I’ve strived to be president so I could 
make an impact on StuGo and help the 
committees and members.

What are your goals this year? I want 
to bring more interaction between 
elementary and middle school and 
make pep rallies and student rewards as 
fun as possible! Right now, the officers 
and I are working on the Copper Cash 
store and have lots of ideas.

How do you hope to make a difference? 
By spreading kindness, positivity, and 
support for anyone that needs it.

What does good leadership mean to you? 
A good leader not only has ideas of their 
own but also listens and accepts feedback.

School is back in full swing, and 
one Copper Ridge student is already 
making big strides. Meet 14-year-
old Payton Tauber, an 8th grader 
who was recently elected Student 
Government (StuGo) President. 
Payton has called DC Ranch home 
for the past four years, where she 
lives with her parents, Brittany and 
Justin, her younger siblings, Gia 
and Austin, and their playful Irish 
Goldendoodle, Luna. Ever since 
4th grade, Payton has dreamed of 
this leadership role—and now she’s 
stepping up to make it a reality, 
leading her school community with 
energy, kindness, and big ideas.

How did you feel when you were 
elected? I was so excited! I’ve 
dreamed of becoming StuGo’s 
president since 4th grade, so it was 
really rewarding to reach that goal.

Meet Payton Tauber
Copper Ridge’s new Student Government President 

making a difference at Copper Ridge and in the community

INTERVIEWED BY MADISON ANDRE, DC RANCH JUNIOR CONTRIBUTOR

YOUNG ACHIEVER

Payton (center) 
with her siblings.

Payton Tauber

The Tauber Family
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9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

HUSBAND & WIFE HELPING YOU BUY & SELL
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 Silverleaf /  $3.4 Million Silverleaf / $5.5 Million Pinnacle Peak Place / $3.6 Million

Windgate Ranch / $2.6 Million McDowell Mountain Ranch / $3.9 Million North Scottsdale / $2.7 Million

Your home deserves expert representation. Whether you're 
just curious or ready to take the next step, The Castro Team 

is ready to help. Call or text us now for a complimentary 
and confidential listing consultation.

Just Listed Just Sold / Buyer Representation Just Sold / Seller Representation

 Just Sold / Seller Representation Just Sold / Seller Representation Just Sold / Seller Representation

A Publication for the Residents of 
Silverleaf & DC Ranch


